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         mUUsings by Rev. Helen  

Welcome to the New Year ï 
   2010 promises to be a busy and important year 
for the Fellowship. Ours is a complex history 
marked by social action, community outreach, and 
the challenges that come with building a vibrant, 
healthy community. We are growing and reviewing 
and changing. 
   Throughout our history, you, the members and 
friends, have been a Unitarian Universalist pres-
ence on the Central Coast. What does it mean to 
be a member? On a practical level, as a member 
you have the right to become an officer or serve on 
the Board of Trustees, you have the right to vote at 
congregational meetings, and you will be asked to 
contribute time, energy and financial resources. 
More fundamentally, when you join you are naming 
a spiritual center of your life, you are connecting 
yourself to others in the congregation and you are 
linking yourself to Unitarian Universalists across 
the continent and throughout the world. This is a 
rich tradition of free religion stretching back hun-
dreds of years. 
   In these complex times, with the change in our 
national administration, wars and conflicts in the 

global arena, and the financial roller coaster of 
Wall Street and the economy, we face an unknown 
future. Such times call us to our best selves and to 
being a beacon for the Unitarian Universalist prin-
ciples and practices that are needed in the world 
today. 
   If your thoughts and beliefs are in harmony with 
those in our Unitarian Universalists Purposes and 
Principles and youôve been thinking about joining 
and just havenôt found the Membership Book, I 
invite you to join the congregation and be an inten-
tional part of the life of the Fellowship. Talk to 
someone from the Membership Committee (June 
Minikel is the chair), stop by the Welcome Table 
during the coffee hour following Sunday service or 
give me a call. Iôd be pleased to talk with you about 
the Fellowship, Unitarian Universalism and your 
connection. 
   It is a new year. May we go forward in the spirit 
of our tradition, with compassion, integrity, justice 
and hope. 
 

Happy New Year,   Helen  

WHATõS INSIDE 
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 Board View and Announcements 

 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of San Luis 
Obispo County is a diverse religious community 

providing a nurturing environment where individu-
als are encouraged in their search for truth and 

supported in acting on their beliefs.  
We welcome all who would share in our open, 

challenging journey. 

 

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

2009-2010  
President - Eric Olsen  

Vice President - Andy Pease  
Corporate Secretary - Kate Throop  

At large: Richard Besel,  
Mary Jeanne Bonaventure, Andrea Brown,  

Chris Cummings, Joyce Knight   
  
 

Appointed Treasurer: Terry Throop  
Recording Secretary - Sylvia Willard  

Challenges and Choices 

By Mary Jeanne Bonaventure, Board Member 
 

    Welcome to 2010!  Iôm not one to make New 
Yearôs resolutions, but I do resolve to keep my 
commitments at UU all year long. As we think 
about our personal achievements and goals over 
the past year and we ready ourselves to jump in to 
the New Year, letôs consider what we want to aim 
for as a Fellowship in 2010.  
   It would be wonderful if we would balance the 
budget, fulfill our pledges and become a Fair 
Share congregation.  We can choose compassion 
and caring for the sick and lonely and encourage 
those who might be worried and troubled in these 
difficult times.  The opportunities are there to par-
ticipate in educational and religious classes, volun-
teer on a new committee, serve and contribute to 
the Peopleôs Kitchen and the Homeless Shelter.  
    And then there is our New Home Discernment 
process.  We can expect a lot of challenges and 
changes in the next year; we can choose how to 
respond to the unexpected.  Looking at our moral 
responsibilities, we call on our best selves to re-
flect patience, kindness, respect and determina-
tion. Very little of the future is predictable so it is 
best to be open to all possibilities.  
    We live in a country where we can practice free-
dom of religion and freedom from religion.  We en-
joy a belief that is tolerant of differences, intelligent 
and always full of surprises.  I look forward to the 
growth and fun as a Unitarian Universalist in the 
coming year.  Happy New Year To All! 
 

Long-Term Home Task Force  

Update on Preferred Options  

By Andy Pease 
 
   A written discernment process was conducted 
between Nov. 15 and 22, 2009, where members 
and friends could select among 6 options and re-
cord his or her preferred option, and which would 
be acceptable alternate(s). 
 112 people responded and the results were re-
corded in a table format on a flip chart.  In the 
Great Decision process, Step 8 is ñMap the Solu-
tionsò, which is what this tally is helping us to 
do.  The key components of Step 8 are:  

Tabulate the preferred options results on the 

chart 

Look for the best solution 

Explore the possibility of incorporating attrib-

utes from other favored solutions 

Identify an alternative solution, if later the pre-

ferred solution becomes less desirable 

Confirm the preferred solution and the alterna-

tive solution with all participants. 
  A full report of the results is available through 
Geneôs email distribution list and in hard copy in 
the Board corner.  There will be two open meetings 
in January to discuss developing details of the pro-
posal, leading up to a congregational vote in Feb-
ruary.  All are encouraged to participate on Satur-
day January 9th. at 9:30 am and/or Wednesday 
January 20th. at 6:30 pm.  If you need a copy of 
the report emailed directly, contact Andy 
at  baspease@sbcglobal.net. 

javascript:top.opencompose('baspease@sbcglobal.net','','','')
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We start our new year with our annual Childrenôs 
Chapel ï Say Hello, Say Goodbye. Weôll pull out 
last yearôs posters and check our progress. Did we 
work for the things we wanted and work to shed 
ourselves of the things we didnôt want? And what 
will 2010 look like? 
 But the big news for January is, as always, 
the start of SECRET PALS! But itôs a SECRET, so 
keep it QUIET please. On January 31st, plan on 
staying after church to decorate your SECRET bag. 
Bring lunch and something to share and make it a 
glitter and glue filled afternoon. Parents and kids, 
youôll be getting more details in the weekly RE Up-
date. But for all you adults out there having trouble 
recognizing all the new faces in RE ï itôs time to 
join in the fun. By being a SECRET PAL you trade 
hints to your SECRET identity, along with small 
gifts, with your pal every Sunday in February. This 
event is the highlight of the year for YOUR kids, so 
prepare to join the excitement. Contact David if you 
want to be a Pal this year. We need all the Pals 
identified by January 28th so we can match you up 
before the fun starts on the 31st. And we need a 
LOT of Pals this year. Especially if you are new to 
the Fellowship, this is a great way to get to know 
the kids. 
 Our first ever Our Whole Lives (OWL) for K
-1 graders will be starting this month. Coordinator / 
facilitator Ly-Lan Lofgren and facilitator Don Rey-
nolds will be conducting an Orientation after ser-
vice on January 10th. Weôll be in touch with details, 
but make sure your calendar is marked to be here. 
If you know anyone with a child in this age group 
who might be interested, please put them in touch 
with Ly-Lan. The class is near capacity, but we 
might have room for one or two more. 
 A reminder about snacks. Each family has 
been asked to supply snacks a couple of times dur-

Mark Your Calendar: 
Jan 10 after service: K-1 OWL Orientation 
Jan 31 after service: Secret Pal Kickoff 
 
 
 

The REview   

by David Robinson, Religious Educator 

 

   Growth and Learning Circle  

            Never an End to Learning 

ing the year. Please remember a few simple guide-
lines: 1) Plan on about 25 kids. The number might 
be a lot less, but we donôt want some kids being left 
without. 2) Avoid sweets / processed sugar items. 
We have plenty (i.e., TOO MUCH) of that available 
already.  3) Peanut allergies are common, so try to 
avoid anything with them as a ñhiddenò ingredient. 
Peanut butter sandwiches are fine because the 
peanut content is obvious and easy to avoid (but 
make sure thereôs an alternative available). 4) Fruit 
and something with a little protein (cheese?) are 
good ways to help stave off hunger. Donôt hesitate 
to make small finger sandwiches. These can be 
good protein sources. Keep in mind we have some 
vegetarians. If you have any question about whatôs 
suitable, contact David. 
 On Saturday, Jan 16th at 9:30 am and 
Wednesday, Jan 20th at 6:30 pm there will be Fel-
lowship wide discussions about our progress to-
wards our New Home. Please plan on attending 
one of these sessions. Families and young adults 
have an important part in to play these discussions. 
Everyone needs to stay involved and informed in 
preparation for an upcoming vote on where to go 
from here. Your Board and the New Home Discern-
ment Group are working hard on threshing out all 
the possibilities, but itôs YOUR voice that needs to 
guide them. Child care can be provided ï contact 
me as soon as possible so it can be arranged if 
needed. 
 
IN JOY 
David Robinson 
544-1669; uufslocdre@yahoo.com 

January / February 2010 at Camp de Bonneville 
Pines: 
Dec 26 ï Jan 1: Sr High Winter Camp 
Feb 5 ï 7: UU Winter Family Fun 
Feb 13 - 15: PSWD Elementary Winter Camp 
www.uucamp.org   Email: uucamp@aol.com 
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UUMA Conference 

 

In January, Iôll be working with colleagues across 
the continent. As a member of the  UUMA Ex-
ecutive Committee, Iôll be in Minneapolis for a 
brief meeting with conference and GA planning 
staff to finalize arrangements for our meeting in 
June.  At the end of January, Iôll be attending the 
UU Minister Associationôs Winter Conference. 
Along with the other clergy from our District, Iôll 
talk about the issues, challenges and opportuni-
ties that face our churches for the upcoming 
year. Ours is a dynamic tradition and I look for-
ward gathering with colleagues, being inspired 
and returning to this community with fresh in-
sights and information. Contact David Robinson, 
our office administrator, during my absence if 
you need to reach me.  Rev Helen 

 

 

 

WOMENõS DISCUSSION GROUP 

The Women's Discussion Group  meets the 

2nd & 4th Thursday of the month at 
1:30pm.  The next meeting will be on January 
14th at the Fellowship.  We will be setting the 
schedule for the next 6 months.  Join us!!  For 
more info, contact Ann Williams at 545-8855 or 

annwlms@att.net.  

 

HOW TO FIND OUR  

PROPERTY AT EDNA 
 

     From the north: Take Broad Street (a.k.a. 
227, a.k.a. Edna Road) south to 7/10 mile 
past Biddle Ranch Road, just past the Union 
Hall. On the right, watch for a once-white 
fenceðbut not the one with a tall frame over 
the entrance. The address is 6445 Edna 
Road.  
       From the south: About 300 ft. north of 
the Price Canyon and 227 intersection, look 
for 6445 Edna Road on the left.  
     The property is currently being rented 
and the Fellowship does not have use of it 
until we can begin construction. 

Growth and Learning  

Circle  

Never an End to Learning 

 Pathways Circle  

 Our Ministries of 

Support 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT Enrichment Class 

Based on the book, 
A Chosen Faith  

By John Buehrens and Forrest Church 
The class is a thoughtful and entertaining discovery 
of Unitarian Universalism. It is aimed at the UU new-
comer as well as the old timer and anyone who 
wants to gain insight into Unitarian Universalism. The 
class will focus on exploring Unitarian Universalism 
from its roots to the present time. There is a rich and 
deep background for all who would like to know more 
about our history and choices that we make. As 
Forrest Church says, ñéwhen we learn new things, 
we are encouraged to change our point of 
view.ò  And the Unitarian Francis David said during 
the reformation, ñWe need not think alike to love 
alike.ò That is a thought which rings true today. Four 
Wednesdays in February 2010 7:00 PM to 8:30 PM 
at the Fellowship.  FEB 3, 10, 17, 24, 2010 
Facilitated by Richard Knight and Dick Allen.  
PH 489-9777 for information 

 

 A Celebration of Life 

For Tom Milburn  

 
Join the family and friends of Tom Mil-
burn in a celebration of his life on Satur-
day, February 6 at 10:00 AM. Weôll 
gather in the Fellowship  to  celebrate his 
life and offer our support to his family as 
they grieve Tomôs absence.  

mailto:annwlms@att.net
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Social Responsibility Circle  

Inspired by Faith,  

Committed to Action   

Camp Courage Central Coast 

Coming January 30th & 31st, 2010 
Santa Barbara City College 

   Camp Courage, leadership training to build the 
movement that will restore marriage-equality to its 
rightful place as law in California, will be conducted 
January 30-31, 2010, 8:30 AM-5:30 PM at Santa 
Barbara City College. Lunch and continental break-
fast will be provided. The cost is just $10. 
  Modeled after "Camp Obama" that UFW veteran 
Marshall Ganz organized, "Camp Courage" is a pro-
ject of the Courage Campaign to train marriage 
equality activists in California for the eventual repeal 
of Proposition 8.  
  The alliances made and the experiences shared at 
events such as Camp Courage are steps towards 
building critical mass in the quest for marriage equal-
ity, health care for all, peace and economic jus-
tice.  Personal conversations and neighbor-to-
neighbor persuasion are powerful tools against fear 
and prejudice, and minds change.  When hundreds 
of thousands conversations take place, policy 
changes.  You will have an opportunity to learn how 
to help make those multitude conversations happen. 
  Even if you have participated in local, one or half-
day Camp Obama or other Central Coast Clergy and 
Laity for Justice events, this is an invitation to go all 
out for the two-day experience that will change your 
life! Our goal is to have 50 people from the Central 
Coast attend!  
 Register now! http://www.couragecampaign.org/
CampCentralCoast 

Evening of Education  

and Enlightenment:  

Transgender Couples Speak Out 

  Ever wondered what it might be like to be hap-
pily married and then find out your husband or 
wife was miserable in his/her life as a man or 
woman? What happens when a married hetero-
sexual couple ñbecomesò a gay couple, or vice-
versa? What are the social, legal and emotional 
effects on the family as they adapt to such a 
radical change? 
  These are some of the issues we will be explor-
ing on February 6, 2010 at the Unitarian Univer-
salist Fellowship, 2074 Parker St., SLO at 4:30 
PM. The evening will start with a potluck dinner 
at 5:00 PM, followed by a viewing of the film, 
Normal, with Jessica Lange and Tom Wilkinson, 
at 6:00 PM. After the film, a panel of two trans-
gender couples, along with Dr. Denise Taylor, a 
local physician treating many transgender indi-
viduals, will address some of the many issues 
affecting transgender couples. 
  The Unitarian Universalist Fellowshipôs Social 
Justice Committee is sponsoring the program, 
and Tranz Central Coast members are present-
ing it. Tranz Central Coast is a local gender sup-
port group whose mission is dedicated to being a 
comprehensive resource for transgender ser-
vices, support and advocacy for residents of 
Californiaôs Central Coast. We are joining to-
gether to present this interesting and important 
program to help people understand the chal-
lenges transgender couples face as they work to 
maintain their relationship through a process of 
radical change. 
  Please join us for this evening of enlightenment 
and education. Bring a potluck dish to share and 
your own place setting and utensils. Drinks will 
be provided. An offering will be taken to offset 
the cost of showing the movie. Contact Gina 
Whitaker (gwhitaker@ginanken.com) or Kari 
Graton (karigraton@yahoo.com) for further info. 

Worship Circle  

 At the Center of  

  Our Spiritual Life 

Have you signed up to be a  

Worship Associate for this year? 

I'm filling openings for February, March and April and 
want to hear from anyone interested in serving with 
me. Please send an email drop a note in my box or 
give me a call (459-9696). Not sure this is for you? 
Have questions about what's required? I'd be glad to 
talk to anyone about being a worship associate. - 

Rev. Helen 

 Feeding the Hungry 

Remember to bring non-perishable 
items for the food basket  

http://www.couragecampaign.org/CampCentralCoast
http://www.couragecampaign.org/CampCentralCoast
mailto:gwhitaker@ginanken.com
mailto:karigraton@yahoo.com
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Administration News 
 
The start of a new year often brings resolutions 
for changing oneôs behavior for the better. How 
often do we actually follow through (for more than 
a few weeks)? Not as often as we would like. 
Hereôs a resolution you can make thatôs easy to 
stick to and will help your entire Fellowship. 
Things can get a little messy around here if we 
stop paying attention to details. Since all the 
cleaning is done by volunteers, we can take a 
significant load off their shoulders and make OUR 
church home more presentable if each of us takes 
responsibility for our own actions and cleans up 
after ourselves. Where are we having the most 
trouble? 

Í Make sure there is a liner in the trash can be-

fore you put something in it. Half full coffee cups 
in a trash can without a liner make a real mess for 
the volunteer who has taken on the responsibility 
of dumping the trash. 
Í Hymnals, OOS and other miscellaneous 

items in the Sanctuary left lying in the aisles, on 
the floor. BIG help if you take a moment to 
straighten up around your chair when you get up 
to leave. 
Í Food turns a recyclable plate into trash. If 

there is significant food residue on your plate, 
donôt put it in the blue can. A volunteer will need 
to reach in and handle your dirty plate or just put 
the entire recycling stuff into the trash instead. 
Obey the Refrigerator Goddess. Meredith 
Whitaker has done an amazing job organizing our 
kitchen and we need to hold up our end by paying 
attention to the guidelines she has established for 
the safety of ALL OF US. And while youôre at it, 
wash those dishes ï donôt just put them in the 
sink for ñsomeone elseò to wash. If we canôt get it 
right now, how are we ever going to manage hav-
ing a real kitchen in our new home? 
 Have you checked your Fellowship mail-
box lately? Every group / committee should have 
a mailbox, color coded and arranged by Circle. If 
your group needs a mailbox, contact your Circle 
Coordinator (look for the colored charts with inter-

 

The SLO UU News is published monthly by the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of San Luis Obispo 
County. All inputs/inquiries should be sent to ñuuslo@slonet.orgò with ñNewsletterò in the subject line. 
Current and past issues of the SLO UU News are located on our website, www.uufsloc.org. To sub-
scribe to the online format, contact the office at uuslo@slonet.org . 

 

    Stewardship Circle  

             Care for Today and for Tomorrow  

connected circles on the wall above the mailboxes). 
Who are the Coordinators? Worship Circle: Sandra 
Klutzy. Pathways Circle: Jan Clarke. Growth and 
Learning Circle: Kate Throop. Social Responsibility 
Circle: Renee Besel. Stewardship Circle: Orval Os-
borne. Mid year budget statements will come out by 
mid January. If your group has a line item for in-
come or expense in the budget, please be sure to 
check your mailbox for this statement and let me 
know if you have any questions about it or feel there 
might be an error. This is an important role YOU 
can take to make sure our accounting practices are 
adequate, safe, and accurate. 
 Want to schedule an event at Parker 
Street? Donôt forget that to avoid conflicts, you need 
to fill out a Facility Request form and leave it in the 
Administratorôs In Box in the Office. This helps keep 
our well-used space running efficiently while avoid-
ing double-booking. Space is usually given first-
come, first-served, so get that form to the Office as 
soon as you can to assure you have the space you 
need for your event. 
 And speaking of forms ï do you know what 
the UUFSLOC Fundraiser Collection Report is? Itôs 
the form you need to complete BEFORE you turn in 
any money raised from Connection Events or Rum-
mage Sales or other fundraisers. The form can be 
found above the mailboxes in the Office; in the 
Stewardship box in the Community Room; and is 
available (customized specifically for your needs if 
you have a recurring fundraiser) from the Adminis-
trator. This one is IMPORTANT folks. The Treasury 
Teams work really hard on your behalf handling the 
money on Sunday morning. They need your help on 
this one. PLEASE do not hand any money to them, 
or put money in the Administratorôs box, without the 
properly completed paperwork. Itôs about safety, 
respect, and plain old good accounting practices. 
Please contact me if you have any questions. 
THANKS 
David Robinson, Administrator  
Office Hours: Monday ï Wednesday, 9am to 1pm 
The Office is staffed by volunteers Thursday and 
Friday from 9am ï 1pm 
544-1669; uuslo@slonet.org 
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Endowment Fund 

Of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of 

San Luis Obispo County: 

 

A permanent fund maintained for the financial 
health and long-term needs of this Fellowship. 

Gifts of all types are received, invested, and main-
tained by the Endowment Fund Committee as 

directed by the Fellowship Bylaws. 
The Committee receives bequests, trusts, annui-
ties, life insurance, and special donations at any 
time.  An explanatory brochure is available in the 

Social Hall.  Members of the committee are 
elected by the congregation.  They are available 
at your convenience to discuss your wishes and 

answer any questions.  To make a financial dona-
tion to the Fund, make out your check to: 
ñUUFSLOCo Endowment Fundò. 

Committee members are John Bonaventure, June 
Minikel, Joe St. Clair, Diana Schmitt, and Kent 
Taylor  

Offertory Statements ï  
ñGive now, before the cost of living goes up more, and you canôt afford to.ò 

ñAs you give this morning, remember that many of our ambitions are nipped in the budget.ò 
ñNot only is it more blessed to give than to receive, itôs also tax deductible.ò 

Social Justice  

Committee ... 

 
Meets 1st Sunday each month  
after service in the sanctuary.   
See you on January 3, 2010! 

In the Face of War:  

Martin Luther King  

and the Call to Nonviolence  

 
 On Monday, January 18, Central Coast Clergy and La-
ity for Justice will present a tribute to Martin Luther King 
and his commitment to and message of nonviolence. 
The program will be held at Congregation Beth David on 
Los Osos Valley Rd. and Foothill Blvd. in San Luis 
Obispo, and will begin at 6 :00 PM. 
  The purpose of the program is to highlight Dr. Kingôs 
message in light of the escalation of the war in Afghani-
stan. Later in his life, Dr. King saw so clearly the con-
nections between racism, poverty and injustice and vio-
lence and war. We believe that at this moment in to-
dayôs world, Dr. King would speak out vigorously 
against the militarism and the wars in the Middle East, 
including Iraq and Afghanistan. To emphasize the con-
nections Dr. King made between oppression and war, 
we will be focusing tonight not on his leadership in the 
struggle for civil rights, but on the application of his 
dream to ending the war in Afghanistan. 
  The program will be a multimedia presentation, utiliz-
ing videos of Dr. King, a short readersô theatre presenta-
tion highlighting Dr. Kingôs words on this subject, selec-
tions from the powerful Robert Greenwald documentary 
Rethink Afghanistan, and music. 
  Code Pink, Women in Black and Mothers for Peace 
will all have tables with information on their organiza-
tions, and opportunity will be given for questions and 
dialogue. 
  Please join Central Coast Clergy and Laity for Justice 
for this powerful evening. We invite you to consider the 
implications of Dr. Kingôs fervent message of hope and 
peace in the face of the Afghanistan war, and explore 
together how we might better understand the path to 
peace. 
 


