[image: image1.jpg]Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of San Luis Obispo County
PRESS RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE CONTACT: Rev. Sean Dennison
(801) 201-8607

Mailing Address: 2074 Parker Street, Suite 100, San Luis Obispo, CA, 93401
Phone: 805-544-1669 Fax 805-439-1668 Email: uuslo@slonet.org Website: wwawuufsloc.org




[image: image2.jpg]Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of San Luis Obispo County

PRESS RELEASE

Page Two

Mailing Address: 2074 Parker Street, Suite 100, San Luis Obispo, CA, 93401
Phone: 805-544-1669 Fax 805-439-1668 Email: uuslo@slonet.org Website: wwawuufsloc.org





INTERIM MINISTER HIRED AT UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP; CONGREGATION TO FOCUS ON MISSION AND COMMUNITY OUTREACH


 San Luis Obispo, CA – The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of San Luis Obispo County (UUFSLOC) welcomes interim minister Rev. Sean Parker Dennison on August 15. Rev. Sean fills the vacancy left by the Fellowship’s former minister, Rev. Helen Carroll, whose ministry here ended in June.  “We have had a terrific decade under the ministry of Rev. Helen,” said Andy Pease, president of the UUFSLOC’s Board of Trustees. “The next two years with Rev. Sean will be a great time for us to re-connect with our mission and reach out to the community in new ways.”





The Fellowship, established in 1952, is known locally for its social activism, especially on issues of homelessness, marriage equality, and, most recently, on immigration reform. In 2005, having outgrown its facility on Foothill Blvd., the Fellowship purchased land in Edna Valley and began plans to develop a new church home. While options are being considered during this time of transition, the congregation’s 200 members and friends meet at 2074 Parker St. in San Luis Obispo for Sunday services and religious education for children and teens, as well as activities throughout the week.





The congregation is well known as a strong, local ally in the gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender (GLBT) community, and also as a founding member of Central Coast Clergy and Laity for Justice, an interfaith alliance promoting peace and justice for all. Guided by the principles of Unitarian Universalism, members are proud of being a spiritually-diverse and welcoming faith tradition, rooted in Christian and Jewish beliefs and drawing from the world’s great religious traditions, science and nature, and contemporary thought.





Leaders across faith traditions have long realized Interim Ministry can be a time of rest, renewal, and refocusing. UU interim ministers receive specialized training that equips them to partner with congregations during the transition between settled ministers to review goals, assess programs, and tune up for a new era. 








Rev. Sean graduated from Starr King School for the Ministry in 2000. He and his partner have relocated to San Luis Obispo from Salt Lake City where Rev. Sean served as minister of the South Valley Unitarian Universalist Society for seven years. Kate Throop, chair of the Interim Hiring Committee, says: “During the interview process, the hiring committee was particularly impressed by Rev. Sean’s warmth, his passion for ministry, his proven leadership skills and his understanding of congregational systems and challenges. As a transgender man, Rev. Sean’s experience in ministry and his commitment to creating communities where all are welcome, where all can grow and where all can work together to build a just, equitable and compassionate society will serve us well, now and into the future.” 





Rev. Sean gives his first sermon, “The Integrity of the In-Between,” on August 22 at 11 AM at 2074 Parker Street.  Describing the sermon, he writes, “As I began to envision my future life and ministry [in 1996], it became clear that I needed to honor my identity as a transgender man. Being a transgender man has not limited my ministry, but enriched it. Each time I tell my story, I meet others who tell me their stories in return: stories of courage, discovery, knowing the truth about one’s own soul. I also have the joy of letting people know about Unitarian Universalism and our long commitment to social justice and human rights for all people.”


###


For more information about the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of San Luis Obispo County or to schedule an interview with Rev. Sean, please call (801) 201-8607.











