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Traveling Art Display Comes to SLO, Celebrates Diversity of Families





SAN LUIS OBISPO – An exhibition of IN OUR FAMILY: Portraits of All Kinds of Families, a touring photo-text display created by the award-winning Family Diversity Projects (FDP) of Amherst, Mass., will be featured at the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of San Luis Obispo County (UUFSLOC) at 2074 Parker St., San Luis Obispo from Feb. 4 - Feb. 15. An opening reception will be held on Friday, Feb. 4, from 6-9 p.m.





IN OUR FAMILY, with photographs by Gigi Kaeser and interviews edited by Peggy Gillespie and Rebekah Boyd, celebrates the diversity of family life in 21st century America and introduces viewers to single-parent, immigrant, adoptive, foster, divorced, step, multiracial and multi-generational families, as well as those living with physical or mental challenges and those with gay or lesbian parents. The traveling display teaches communities that every family configuration should be appreciated and celebrated; there are happy, flourishing families of all types; anyone can be hurt by stereotyping, prejudice, name-calling, bullying, and teasing; and actively challenging prejudice is of the utmost importance.





“With this exhibit, we are also celebrating the Unitarian Universalist Association’s National Standing on the Side of Love Day (Feb. 14),” says Gina Whitaker, chair of the UUFSLOC’s Social Justice Committee, “which honors courageous love and recognizes those who exemplify the values of inclusion, diversity, community and equality.”





The UUFSLOC, established in 1952, is well-known locally as a liberal, religious voice on the Central Coast for its social activism, especially on issues of homelessness, marriage equality, and, most recently, immigration reform.





FDP is a non-profit, educational organization founded by Gillespie and Kaeser. Their mission is to propel us forward to a world where all families are recognized, valued and supported, when "normal" or "different" are words not used to describe family, and where the right to define family is respectfully restored to individuals. 





To learn more about the exhibit, visit �HYPERLINK "http://www.familydiv.org"��www.familydiv.org�. Directions to and information about the UUFSLOC can be found at � HYPERLINK "http://www.uufsloc.org" ��www.uufsloc.org�.
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For more information, please call Joan Scott (227-4246), Gina Whitaker (481-0788) or Kate Throop (995-3204).
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