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As we prepare for ministerial leadership during
the transition from the ministry | have been a
part of and the new minister you will call, there
will be a time for an interim minister. Just as
the Transitional Ministry Handbook suggests,
your long-term health is best served by a time-
limited ministry in the near future. The follow-
ing, taken from that handbook, answers some
of the questions you may have about interim
ministry.
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Why might a time-limited ministry better serve?
Consider the following situations:

1. a previous minister is departing . . .

e after serving the church for five years or
more—Ilong enough, if a senior or sole minis-
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try, for a significant number of the congregation to
identify the church with the departed minister

e under pressure, with tension and resentment filling
the air in the midst of conflict: a congregation racked
with mutual disappointment, mistrust, and anger is in
no condition to enter into a new relationship

2. the ministerial position is coming open at a time of
year that makes a search for a called minister impracti-
cable. Generally speaking, a settled minister search
committee should be formed a year in advance of can-
didating week, and candidating week, almost always in
April or May, is usually three or four months before the
minister begins service.

3. a growth-oriented, goal-oriented congregation wants
a ministerial —coachll for
yond its current size dynamic

4. factors such as small size, remote location, and lim-
ited finances make success in the

called minister search process unlikely; such factors
lead to disappointment in attempts to secure an interim
minister, as well

5. the congregation is at a challenging stage in its de-
velopment. Whether due to deep

differences, chronic conflict, serious financial problems,
or an inability to agree on

mission and vision, the congregation may need three
to five years to get its house in order before it seeks to
call a minister.

The first and second of these five situations make in-
terim ministry advisable almost universally. Interim
ministers are recognized for their ability to assist con-
gregations in coming to terms with their past and claim-
ing their new identity as they ready themselves for a
stimulating relationship with a new settled minister. In
order to guarantee their ability to speak the truth

—wi t hout fear or favor, I
serve beyond two years in any congregation, and not
to be a candidate for the called position until they have
been absent from the congregation for at least three
years. In an average year some ninety North American
congregations are served by interim ministers—more
than 10% of all congregations continent-wide that are
served by full-time ministry!

I wish you well on this next step of your journey,
Helen
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Growth and Learning Circle

Never an End to Learning

\

ﬂ
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by David Robinson, Religious Educator

X
. never said goodbye to anything (and | mean ANY-
THING!). Watch the weekly RE Update for more
~ A info and ways to extend the process outside your
- ~7 church life.
Lea ming From our Toolbox of Faith we pull out a

A

Budget meetings take place during March and
early April and | encourage everyone to participate
in the process as much as possible. And here is
the REAL challenge — let go of what is important to
you personally and concentrate on what is good for
the Community as a whole. Usually the two are in
harmony, but not always. We sometimes become
so attached to one particular program (well, like
RE for instance) that we loose sight of the good of
the whole. RE (and every other Program we con-
duct here, of course) only exists because the Fel-
lowship exists. If we loose sight of that, we loose
everything. Bring your passion to the gatherings,
we need that, but don’t
from listening to the passions of others.

March in RE is truly a time of transitions,
this year more than ever. The RE committee is
contemplating the successes and near-successes
of the current year as they begin planning next
year's curricul um. We |
event (Secret Pals) and head into the big Summer
events with out Easter Egg Hunt, May Day fund-
raiser and the Summer Service. And, oh yes, Rev-
erend Helen has announced that she will be leav-
ing as our Minister at the end of June. Transitions
happen, both expected and unexpected. And
—Goodbyel is a nor mal I
But how often do we act
erly?

Saying goodbye shou
it should be a —process
dren how to do it with dignity and respect, and ac-
ceptance of the good and bad inherent in every
goodbye. On March 14™ we will continue the proc-
ess we started shortly after learning of Rev.
Hel en’'s i mpending delpWe
Never Said Goodbye — the story of a boy who

mirror, a paintbrush and a book this month to learn
about Reflection and Expression. If there is one
thing we |ike to do in

Neighboring Faiths planning continues this
month with the youth meeting on March 7" during
RE time to finalize their input into where we will be
visiting and what we will be learning.

K-1 OWL classes continue this month on
March 7, 14, and 21 after church from 1:30 — 2:30.
Contact course coordinator Ly-Lan Lofgren if you
have any questions.

A reminder about snacks. Each family has
been asked to supply snacks a couple of times
during the year. Please remember a few simple
guidelines: 1) Plan on about 25 kids. The number
mi ght be a | ot | ess, b
being left witboutr 2) Awwid sweetsr/ pootessed
sugar items. We have plenty (ie TOO MUCH) of
that available already. 3) Peanut allergies are
common, so try to avoid anything with them as a
—hiddenll ingredient. Pe
fine because the peanut content is obvious and
eavsg behawdi duf b bti gmawk g
available). 4) Fruit and something with a little pro-
tein (cheese?) are good ways to help stave off

hunger. Don’'t hesitate
wiches. These can be good protein sources. Keep
in mind we have some vegetarians. If you have
any question about what]
art of growing and | iv
MNdOYl v —doll Goodbye pr oy
David Robinson

544-1668;uufstoare@yahoc-eenv e n't |l

. We should teach our

Mark Your Calendar

March / April 2010 at Camp de Benneville Pines:
March 26-28: Rainbow Family Camp
tvwawruacampiory hEmail:aiuncamp@aol.cdm
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Growth and Learning

Circle
Never an End to Learning

*I ran into a lowering mocal standard *

Ethics i An Exploration in Personal Morality

I n the comic strip —Cr(
to Crock, —Sir, I m af i
mor al ethics.they don’t
wrong. Il Crock replies,
what you can get away
can’t .|

Hmmmm..Mar k your c al Ethicdig

An Exploration in Personal Morality, led by Rev.
Helen Carroll beginning in March. Our classes will
begin at 6:30 each Wednesday evening and will
consider the following:

March 3: Authority — Can We Be Good Without

God?
March 10: Responsibility — The Difficult Art of
Doing Good
March 17: Situation — What is Going on Here
Morally?
March 31: Intention — Does the End Justify the
Means?

April 7: Relationships — In a Different Voice
April 14: Values and Character — Is the Golden
Rule Enough?

Interested? Have questions?? Contact Rev. Helen
(459-9696 or helencarroll@hotmail.com)

Lit Wits book discussion group will be meeting
Tuesday March 2, 2010 7:00pm to 8:30pm
at the Fellowship 2074 Parker St San Luis Obispo.

The book for discussion is In Defense of Food by
Michael Pollan, "A shocking yet essential treatise
on the industrialized western diet."

All are welcome to come and discuss the book.
Contact Richard Knight at 4899777

Gener al

ck, I the
@omidg sgom! ARTmen are | osing

Asseresnof Mixed Mevdia W Creativg Exploration
Workshops, led byrastist JoaroSedtte mhese Rarkg
shopshwillvbe annogportunity fow ariists or yamyone
who wants to "play and explore" using materials,
colors, and dnpages inda free and easy environ-
ment.

Joan will provide examples by many different
artists, and offer suggested projects to try in a sup-
portive setting. The Workshops will be open to
teens and up, with or without formal art training. A
$10 materials fee for each class will cover every-
thing you need to be a successful participant.
Come every time or come once or twice — the first
class is a must-do as it will involve background,
sharing and planning.

A sign up sheet for the workshops will be on the
clipboard in the —Circl
fountains) in the Community Room or call Kate
Throop, Growth & Learning Circle Coordinator, to
indicate your interest or ask questions.

Workshop dates: watch News and Notes and the
April Newsletter for dates and sign-up informa-
tion
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Our Ministries

Of Support

Need a Little Help

from Your Friends?
Contact the Fellowship or
a Regional Care Coordinator

If you or someone you know in
the congregation is in the hospital
or is recovering from illness,
please contact the Fellowship.
We '’ | | organi ze
our Regional Care Coordinators.

Thank you to our volunteers:

Avila, Grover Beach, Oceano,
Pismo Beach, and Shell Beach:
Jan Turney
Arroyo Grande: Trish Wilson
Atascadero, Templeton & Paso:
Laurie Napoli
&Joan Scott
Cambria, Cayucos & Morro Bay:
Kate and Terry
Throop
Los Osos: Joy Gault
San Luis Obispo: Marianne
Culver, Tom Norwood,
and Bonnie Wamsley
Santa Maria and Nipomo: Chris
Cummings

Pathways Coordinator
Jan Clarke ,

WOMEN?’S DISCUSSION GROUP

The Women's Discussion Group meets on the sec-
ond and forth Thursdays from 1:30 - 3:30pm. We
start with a check in for all present, have a topic for
discussion or a presentation with time for questions
and answers, and then refreshments are served as
the conversation continues. All women are wel-
come. For further information call DeeDee De
Santos at 534-9211 or watch for e mails about
place and topics.

No additional charge
for weekends!

Mh '€Bs8 8frE}nergtenhc§ ough

Did you know that there is a central file for hold-
ing emergency information for members of this
community? We collect information such as copies
of an Advanced Health Care Directive, a Living
Will, contact information for next of kin, and other
end of life information. Consider sending that infor-
mation to Rev. Helen as one of the steps in your
emergency planning. If you have any questions or
concerns, please call or e-mail. (459-9696 or hel-
encarrolil@hotmail.com)

LUNCH AND CONVERSATION

AFTER CHURCH

Hometown Buffet in the Madonna Plaza (across
the parking lot from Gottschalks) every Sunday
after church. Talk to John Faulkner for more infor-
mation or just show up!

HelPL

The following activities are looking for volunteers:

Mid Week: Once per Month
Membership Committee Contact - June Minikel
Worship Arts Committee Contact — Sandra

Kulczyk

Sundays: Once per Month
Welcome Team Contact - Andrea Brown
Reserve Greeters Contact - Chris Cummings
Taking J, S, & C to the podium Contact - Andrea
Brown
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Stewardship Circle
Care for Today and for Tomorrow

Help Wanted —
We' re |l ooking
have | heard that before???)

for

e A few good people to serve as Canvass Cap-
tain for a month — Please contact Orval Os-

borne, Stewardship Circle Coordinator, to vol-

unteer for one month. Your responsibilities are
to follow-up with approximately 15 folks after
(Most

they have received a canvass letter.
folks return the request without any prompting)

e Please volunteer. Your participation keeps us

moving forward.

Admin News 544-1669; uuslo@slonet.org
It s that mo st joyells tir- -fF e again
yes — Budget Season. Festive and carefree as we
all feel about the process, we sometime tend to
leave the work to others. But OUR budget needs
OUR input — and that means everyone. If your \
group or commi ttee has |a Iin.m this ye¢
budget, please be sure you have all the data you ' N'
need to give |nforn_1at|ve input to the process. If you Policy of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
need more info, contact the office . .
San Luis Obispo County

(uuslo@slonet.org, 544-1669) as soon as possible.

Be sure your calendar is marked for the first meet-
ing on Tuesday, March 2™ at 6:30 in the RE

Chapel.

Have you checked your Fellowship mailbox

lately? Every group / committee has a mailbox,
color coded and arranged by Circle. If your group
needs a mailbox, contact your Circle Coordinator

(look for the colored charts with interconnected cir-

f ey

cles on the wall above the mailboxes). Who are
the Coordinators? Worship Circle: Sandra
Kulczyk. Pathways Circle: Jan Clarke. Growth
and Learning Circle: Kate Throop. Social Respon-
sibility Circle: Renee Besel. Stewardship Circle:
Orval Osborne.

Do you know what the UUFSLOC Fund-
raiser Collection Reporti s? |1t s t he
to complete BEFORE you turn in any money
raisgch Qi  Gprngegon eEvergtSh ery Rummage;
Sales or other fundraisers. The form can be found
above the mailboxes in the Office; in the Steward-
ship box in the Community Room; and is available
(customized specifically for your needs if you
have a recurring fundraiser) from the Administra-
tor. This one is IMPORTANT folks. The Treasury
Teams work really hard on your behalf handling
the money on Sunday morning. They need your
help on this one. PLEASE do not hand any
money to them, or put money in the Administra-

tor’s box, wi t hout t he
wor k. Il t ' s rm=dpert) bnd planf adt

good accounting practices. Please contact me if
you have any questions.

THANKS, David Robinson, Administrator

Office Hours: Monday — Wednesday, 9am to 1pm
The Office is staffed by volunteers Thursday and
Friday from 9am — 1pm

on the Return of Charitable Contributions

A charitable contribution or donation is a gift of
money or property to a charitable organization. In
order for the donation to be tax deductible it must
be an irrevocable transfer of a donor's entire inter-
est in the donated cash or property. Therefore,
the UUFSLOC adopts the following policy regard-
(Continued on next page)

form vy
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Stewardship Circle
Care for Today &
&> For Tomorrow

Social Responsibility
Circle, Inspired by Faith,
' Committed to Action

ing requests for the return of donation:

Undesignated Contributions, including those to
the Operating Fund, Endowment Fund, or
other general fund, shall not be returned.

A Designated Contribution to a project where the
intent is to complete the project in the fore-
seeable future shall not be returned.

A Designated Contribution to a project that has
been abandoned or materially altered shall be
considered for full or partial refund. When the
project is abandoned or altered, a specific
policy will be developed to address the poten-
tial refund of designated contributions to that
project. The specific policy will be approved
at the level at which the designated fund was
first established.

If there are extenuating circumstances associated

with a specific request, the Board may allow ex-

ception to the above policy by a 2/3 majority vote.

In the event that a refund is approved under the

extenuating circumstances exception, UUFSLOC

shall notify that recipient of the refund that there
may be tax consequences associated with the
refund.

Worship Circle
At the Center of
Our Spiritual Life

The Flower Committee now has a sign-up sheet
located near the water fountains for weekly Altar
Flower donations. For any questions, please
Email Carol Norton at rumby1@juno.com."

On the Social Justice Front.... By Gina Whitaker
Chair, Social Justice Committee

Everyone Welcome! Next Social Justice Commit-
tee o« March 7« 12:30 PM

JUSTICE SUNDAY

Many social justice issues are unduly influenced
by money in politics. This year we have seen this
with the stalemated national heath care bill. The
recent Supreme Court ruling, allowing corporations
to spend unlimited amounts of money for
— i ndependent expenditur
against a candidate and supposedly not coordi-
nated with the candidate), has many people con-
cerned. In California, the influence of money re-
duces the diversity of people who can run for office,
communities are under represented in Sacramento,
and good candidates are not able to compete with
those with large amounts of money.

Changing this will require real change in cam-
paign finance. The California Fair Elections Act
seeks to do this with fundamental election reform.

OnMarch28"our sermon is ti
tice, Restoring Democr 4
Nancy Neff, the Palo Alto Area coordinator for the
California Fair Elections campaign. Nancy works
with UULM, UU Legislative Ministry of California, on
the newly forming issue team for Restoring Democ-
racy. At the Unitarian Universalist Church of Palo
Alto she is on the Board of Trustees, Action Coun-
cil, and Fair Elections
After the service Nancy will remain to answer ques-
tions and give additional information.
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Social Responsibility Circle
Inspired by Faith, Committed to Action

Israel and Palestine: Reframe the Conflict; Change
the Discourse!

On March 3, Dr. Jeff Halper will speak at Steyn-
berg Gallery, 1531 Monterey St., SLO from 7-9
PM. This event is free and open to the public.

Dr. Halper is a professor of anthropology, distin-
guished author, and internationally acclaimed
speaker, and has taught at universities in Israel
(Haifa and Ben Gurion) the US, Latin America and
Africa. In 2006 he was nominated for the Nobel
Peace Prize by the American Friends Service
Committee. He is the author of a widely used re-
source manual of articles and maps (revised in
2009) Obstacles to Peace: A Re-Framing of the
Palestinian-Israeli Conflict. His book, An Israeli in
Palestine: Resisting Dispossession, Redeeming
Israel (2008-Pluto Press) chronicles his work
against the Israeli Occupation.

Code Pink and the Central Coast Clergy and La-
ity for Justice are co-sponsoring this event. Follow-
ing Dr. Harper's talk, written questions will be taken
from the audience. Snacks and beverages will be
available for sale at the Gallery coffee bar.

Camp Courage Brings Activists Together

January 30-31, eight Fellowship members includ-
ing John Alongi, Steven Espinosa, Mary Bonaven-
ture, Chris Cummings, Ken Miller, Sylvia Willard,
Kristy Harter and yours truly, Gina
Whitaker, traveled to Santa Barbara to participate
in Camp Courage, an uplifting two-day training
sponsored by Courage Campaign
(www.couragecampaign.org). Courage Campaign
is taking the lead here on the Central Coast, and
throughout the state, on working to overturn Prop
8, passed in November 2008, and denying the
rights of same sex couples to marry.

The weekend was powerful beyond expectation.
Camp Courage is patterned after the Camp
Obama trainings that were held nationwide during
the Obama campaign. The principles used to train
and develop strong grass roots community organ-
izers were developed by Marshall Ganz, a commu-
nity organizer and professor from Harvard Univer-
sity, where courses such as these are taught. The
trainings teach participants to use their own per-
sonal stories to touch the hearts of others, deepen-

ing relationships and creating common purpose.
These "Stories of Self" are then broadened to be-
come the Story of Us and the Story of Now. The
Story of Now leads to action to create change. By
the end of the weekend, the almost 200 attendees
were bonded and strengthened by having shared
these poignant and intense stories. Both tears and
laughter were shared. The leaders of Camp Cour-
age were effective and determined community or-
ganizers with powerful stories themselves, and
deep dedication to their work. If you would like to
know more about this work, talk to any of the folks
who attended. | am sure we would all gladly share
our Stories of Self with you! If the opportunity
arises again, | highly recommend attending Camp
Courage.

Health care
&

Is hele a cur(,"

It Ain’'t Over til It s

Are you in despair over health care reform? Does
—frustrated and hopel e
mind? Do you think the national movement toward
more affordable and equitable health care is over?

Don't | et despair feed
pends on you, and what we do today! Unitarian
Universalist Legislative Ministry CA Action Network
is joining communities across the country for 40
days and 40 nights of phone calling and a renewed
commitment to Healthcare Reform, lifting our
hopes for healing, health and reform.

Give up on despair! Pledge to make one phone
call a day between now and Easter for healthcare
reform! As you call, hold in your heart all who need
access to health and hope.

Sen. Di anne Fei-384it ein -
Sen. Barbara B3®53er « 20
Speaker Nancy HR8bosi 2
House of Rep SW|t3:I1bo
White Housel1® 202 456

Over!!
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FELLOWSHIP BULLETIN BOARD

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
2009-2010

President - Eric Olsen
Vice President - Andy Pease
Corporate Secretary - Kate Throop
At large: Richard Besel, Mary Jeanne Bonaventure,
Andrea Brown, Scott Cleere, Chris Cummings,
Joyce Knight

Appointed Treasurer—Terry Throop
Recording Secretary—Sylvia Willard

The SLO UU News is published monthly by the  Uni-
tarian Universalist Fellowship of San Luis Obispo

County, and is distributed by the Fellowship office to
members, friends, and other UU churches. All inputs/
inquiries should be sent t
—Newsl etterll in the subjedqd
of the SLO UU News are located on our website,

www.uufsloc.org. To subscribe to the online  format,

contact the office at uuslo@slonet.org.

0
FAIR
TRADE

FAIR TRADE HANDICRAFTS SALE

The wonderful Fair Trade Handicrafts Sale we have each
holiday season needs some new energy and a fresh out-
look. | want to devote my time to the coffee/chocolate/tea/
rice, etc part of Fair Trade and let someone else take over
the handicrafts.

We have shared the Handicraft sale with the Mission for
the past three years, but they have decided to do only Fair
Trade catalog sales next year so we will not be able to
use the |l ocation we’ve
If you are interested in learning about this opportunity to
help disadvantaged people around the world as well as
helping our Fellowship, please contact Renee Besel,
Chair of the Social Responsibility Circle
renee.smith.besel@gmail.com or Katie Krupp
ckrupp@calpoly.edu.

usegd

Fundraising and YoUU

This year we committed to raising $44,510 through
Goods and Services Sales, Event and Program In-
come and Connection Events. These are opportuni-
ties to have fun together and to raise money for our
operating budget. Our generosity and our financial
commitments are a part of the life and work of the
Fellowship.

And we need your creative, enthusiastic involve-
ment! If you have an idea for fundraising, share it. If
you have time to work on a project, volunteer. If you
are looking for entertainment, try us. Questions?
Ideas? Contact Orval Osborne, Circle Coordinator
for the Stewardship Circle.
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Endowment Fund
Of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
of San Luis Obispo County:

A permanent fund maintained for the finan-
cial health and long-term needs of this Fel-
lowship.

Gifts of all types are received, invested, and
maintained by the Endowment Fund Com-
mittee as directed by the Fellowship Bylaws.
The Committee receives bequests, trusts,
annuities, life insurance, and special dona-
tions at any time. An explanatory brochure is
available in the Social Hall. Members of the
committee are elected by the congregation.
They gre EVQ'@b[Ie at yp
discuss your wishes and answer any ques-
tions. To make a financial donation to the
Fund, make out your check to:
—UUFSLOCoO
Committee members are John Bonaventure,
June Minikel, Joe St. Clair, Diana Schmitt,
and Kent Taylor

YPUr gQnvenience, tq

Endowment I
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JOIN US FOR CHAMBER MUSIC AT
THE FELLOWSHIP!!

Chamber Groups of San Luis Obispo County, Youth Symphony with Nancy Nagano, Conductor

Come appreciate the young rising stars of our musical community who represent the future of fine mu-
sic.

2:00 p.m. Sunday March 28 at the UU Fellowship Donation $15, students $5, children 12 and under free
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March 2010

March Special Events

March 1 - 9:45a Music Committee
March 2 - 6:00p Worship Arts
7:00p Lit Wits

March 7 - 12:00p Social Justice Committee
March 9 - 6:00p Board of Trustee Meeting
March 10 - 2:00p Membership Committee

4:00p RE Committee

6:00p UFETA
March 12 - 12:30p Single Again
March 14 - 12:30p 2nd Sunday Conversation
March 15 - 12:00P Newsletter Deadline
March 21 - 9:45a Café Socrates
March 28 - 2:00p - Youth Symphony Concert
March 30 - 6:00p Ladies of the Evening

March Recurring Events

Sundays: 9:45a - Choir Rehearsal
11:00a Worship and RE
1:30p OWL (Except March 28)

Tuesdays: 6:30p Budget Meeting (Except March 23)
7:00p Men’s Group

Wednesdays: 12:00p News & Notes Deadline
6:30p Ethics Class (Except March 24)

Thursdays: 1:30pm Women'’
(Mar 11 & 25)
6:30pm Choir Rehearsal
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